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CONFIDENTIAL KHARTOUM 3556 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, UNGA, KS, XA 

SUBJECT: ROK MISSION VISITS SUDAN 

REF: SEOUL 9412 

1 . ROKG MOFA INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS AND TREATIES BUREAU 
DIRECTOR CHUNG U-YONG CALLED ON AMBASSADOR DEC 3, ACCOMPANIED 
BY KOREAN CONGEN KIM AND CONSUL LEE. IN RESPONSE CHUNGS 
QUESTIONS. AMBASSADOR BRIEFED HIM ON RECENT IMPROVEMENT IN 
USG/GOS BILATERAL RELATIONS, OUR ASSESSMENT AS TO RELATIVE 
STABILITY NIMEIRI REGIME AND CURRENT SUDANESE FOREIGN EXCHANGE 
DIFFICULTIES IN PART DUE POOR COTTON CROP LAST SPRING. CHUNG TOOK 
CAREFUL NOTES AND SAID INFORMATION WOULD BE USEFUL IN DETERMINING 
HOW FAR ROKG MIGHT WISH TO GO IN SEEKING CULTIVATE RELATIONS WITH SUD 
AN. 

2. SPECIFICALLY, CHUNG INDICATED IT WAS STILL NOT CERTAIN THAT 
$15 MILLION KHARTOUM GUEST HOUSE PROJECT (KHARTOUM 

3057) HAS YET BEEN DEFINITELY CONCLUDED. SEVERAL KOREAN 
DELEGATIONS ARE EXPECTED HERE SHORTLY TO DISCUSS DETAILS, 
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MONEY FOR KOREA". WHEN DISCUSSING CURRENT GOS PAYMENTS 
DIFFICULTIES, AMBASSADOR SAID OUR ASSESSMENT WAS THAT LONG-TERM 
SUDANESE POTENTIAL IS EXCELLENT BUT THAT WHETHER ONE COULD ACCEPT 
SHORT-TERM RISK IMPLICT IN CURRENT PAYMENTS DIFFICULTIES WOULD HAVE TO 
BE BUSINESS DECISION. 

3. CONGEN KIM STATED THAT M INSTATE SPECIAL 

PRESAFFS DR. BAHA AL-DIN AL-IDRIS (COMMENT: WHO WORKED OUT BASIS 
FOR ESTABLISHMENT ROK PRESENCE HERE LAST SPRING. END COMMENT) 

NOW REPEAT NOW VISITING SEOUL WITH PERSONAL MESSAGE FROM NIMEIRI 
FOR PRESIDENT PARK. TRIP OF MINCOMMERCE AND SUPPLY AL-AWAD 
(KHARTOUM 3221) HAD HAD TO BE POSTPONED BUT AWAD WOULD DEFINITELY 
BE LEAVING DEC 6. WOULD SIGN BILATERAL TRADE AGREEMENT WHILE IN 
SEOUL AND WOULD COOPERATE IN ISSUANCE JOINT COMMUNIQUE. 

4. COMMENT. ROKG VISITORS WERE OBVIOUSLY SOMEWHAT CONCERNED 
RE WISDOM OF CONCLUDING AGREEMENTS WITH ONE SUDANESE REGIME 
THAT MIGHT BE REPLACED, AS WELL AS WITH UNCERTAIN FINANCIAL 
PICTURE. HOWEVER, ON BALANCE CHUNG LET IMPRESSION HE WILL 
RECOMMEND (A) CONTINUATION ROKG BLADISHMENTS TOWARD GOS, 

WITH AS MUCH EFFORT BY SEOUL TO PIN DOWN KHARTOUM ON ISSUES OF 
CONCERN TO ROKG AS TRAFFIC WILL BEAR, AND (B) CONTINUED WORK THROUGH 
SAUDIS TO ACHIEVE MAXIMUM IMPACT ON GOS KOREAN POLICY. 
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